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AUTOBIOGRAPHY

     I am twenty-year-old Iva Christina Saltney from the strikingly beautiful island of Saint Lucia. I reflect a varied personality including ambition, and the qualities of generosity and thoughtfulness. I am also a well determined and vigorous individual, yet pleasantly calm. I encourage fighting for what you desire and believe in and doing it through God because nothing great comes easy and with God everything is possible.

     I am a full-time student, motivated by my love for learning and succeeding as I strive to become an outstanding and successful woman today. With the definitive goal of becoming a professional dancer and owning a renowned Performing and Cultural Arts Institution in the Caribbean, I am currently completing the bachelor’s degree Program in Business Management, at Monroe College Saint Lucia Campus and I am a senior member of the Silver Shadow Performing Arts Academy.

     Through my passion for performing, I have embraced a fanatical interest in pageantry from an infant growing up, and so have participated in nine pageants; three of which were regional. Placing in the top three in all nine pageants, while being rewarded the Best Talent award in each, I have captured a few titles. I was the 2009 Miss Saint Lucia Carnival Queen and Miss Saint Lucia Independence, the first Saint Lucian to be crowned Miss Caribbean Easter Val in 2009 and the 2006 Miss Saint Lucia Hal Jackson Talented Teen.

     As a dancer and cultural activist, I have represented Saint Lucia at regional festivals; giving others the opportunity to embrace and appreciate who we Saint Lucians are as a people. Locally, I am involved in keeping our culture alive and as a role model; creating avenues for young individuals like me, which fosters the establishment and development of their talents that can ultimately benefit our society.

     Apart from the above, I have kept a keen interest in cosmetology and enjoy reading, writing short stories and poetry, and most importantly spending time with my loved ones.  

     The Bible is the book I spend most time reading, but science fictional stories are more appealing to my imagination. I do not have a favourite writer; however, I have had the pleasure to bask in the creativity of Authors such as Dan Brown; who is known for his famous Da Vinci Code, and Jules Verne; Author of Journey to the Centre of the Earth.

     A West Indian that I admire most is Dame Marie Susanne Descartes. She is the Queen of Saint Lucian folk culture and is known for the revival of many cultural and dance traditions. She is the reason cultural traditions and dances were filtered down to me; her contributions to culture have impacted on the lives of many Saint Lucians and have allowed us to appreciate our existence. For her efforts in the cultural arena the honour of knighthood was bestowed upon her.

     A five-year forecast of my life includes me having completed my master’s degree in business management and at least a bachelor’s degree in dance education or theatre arts and cultural studies. In addition, I envisage myself as a Saint Lucian representative at one of the most prestigious international pageants, such as Miss Universe or Miss World, and wish to continue my contributions as a local cultural activist and role model, through the medium of fine arts.


